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I n t r o d u c t i o n

The A P U.S. Government and Politics course detailed in this framework

reflects what pol i t ical science teachers, professors, and researchers agree

that a college-level government and polit ics course should teach students to

do: analyze and interpret the Constitution, important pol i t ical documents,

and data to better understand the American national government and the

pol i t ical actors who interact with it.

The AP US. Government and Politics Course and

Exam Descript ion defines what representative

colleges and universities typically expect students to

know and be able to do in order to earn college credit

o r placement. Students practice the skills used by

political scientists by studying data, political writings

f rom the founding era to the present, the structure

o f the government as established by the Constitution,

and constitutional interpretations handed down by

the Supreme Court. Students will show mastery of

these skills on the exam througha variety of means,

including concept application, data analysis, Supreme

Cour t case comparisons, and writ ing political
s c i e n c e a r g u m e n t s .

A l t h o u g h t h e c o u r s e f r a m e w o r k is d e s i g n e d t o p r o v i d e

a c l e a r a n d de ta i l ed d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e c o u r s e c o n t e n t

a n d ski l ls , it is n o t a c u r r i c u l u m . T e a c h e r s c rea te t h e i r

o w n c u r r i c u l a t o m e e t t h e n e e d s o f the i r s t u d e n t s and

a n y s t a t e o r loca l r e q u i r e m e n t s .

AP U.S. Gove rnmen t and Po l i t i cs Course and Exam Descript ion

T h e N a t i o n a l C o n s t i t u t i o n Center

and Col lege Board
In p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h t h e Na t iona l C o n s t i t u t i o n Cente r ,

C o l l e g e B o a r d has d e v e l o p e da ser ies o f c l a s s r o o m

l e s s o n s a n d ma te r i a l s re la ted t o t h e U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n .

Th i s se r ies i n c l u d e s r e s o u r c e s t o s u p p o r t i n s t r u c t i o n

in A P U.S. G o v e r n m e n t a n d Pol i t ics , AP C o m p a r a t i v e

G o v e r n m e n t a n d Poli t ics, AP U.S. His tory , and

AP Eng l i sh L a n g u a g e and C o m p o s i t i o n . T h e s e l e s s o n s

a n d r e s o u r c e s are avai lable t o A P t e a c h e r s via t h e

c o u r s e h o m e p a g e s a t AP Centra l a n d t o all t e a c h e r s

t h r o u g h t h e Na t iona l C o n s t i t u t i o n C e n t e r ' s w e b s i t e .

M a i n t a i n i n g P o l i t i c a l B a l a n c e

AP U.S. G o v e r n m e n t a n d Po l i t i cs i s a n o n p a r t i s a n

c o u r s e a n d has b e e n e n d o r s e d b y t h e Na t iona l

C o n s t i t u t i o n C e n t e r as wel l as a r a n g e o f c o n s e r v a t i v e

a n d liberal scho la rs fo r i ts po l i t i ca l ba lance. T h e

requirg d r e a d i n g s a re t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e ,
t h e U& C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e A r t i c l e s o f C o n f e d e r a t i o n ,

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Federa l is t Papers , B ru tus No. 1, a n d

M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g Jr?s ?Let ter f r o m a B i r m i n g h a m Jail.?

In add i t i on , t h e r e a re 1 4 requ i red S u p r e m e C o u r t cases .

Add i t i ona l r e a d i n g s and a s s i g n m e n t s t h a t t e a c h e r s

se lec t t o s u p p l e m e n t t h e c o u r s e m u s t , as a who le ,

m a i n t a i na pol i t ica l ba lance. It is e x p e c t e d and requ i red

t h a t ail AP -au tho r i zed c o u r s e s ma in ta in po l i t i ca l ba lance

t h r o u g h a n o n p a r t i s a n c u r r i c u l u m .
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C o u r s e F r a m e w o r k

C o m p o n e n t s

O v e r v i e w

This c o u r s e f r a m e w o r k p rov ides a desc r ip t i on o f the w h a t s t u d e n t s s h o u l d k n o w

and be ab le to do to qual i fy fo r co l lege c red i t o r p lacement .

The course f r a m e w o r k i nc l udes

t w o essent ia l componen ts :

Qo DISCIPLINARY PRACTICES A N D

REASONING PROCESSES

The d isc ip l inary p r a c t i c e s and reason ing p r o c e s s e s f o r th is c o u r s e are

cent ra l t o t h e s t u d y a n d prac t i ce o f g o v e r n m e n t and pol i t ics. S t u d e n t s

shou ld deve lop and app ly t h e d e s c r i b e d prac t i ces o n a regular bas i s o v e r

t h e s p a n o f t h e course,

© course CONTENT

The cou rse c o n t e n t is organ ized into c o m m o n l y t a u g h t un i ts o f s t u d y t h a t

p rov ide a s u g g e s t e d s e q u e n c e fo r t h e course. These uni ts c o m p r i s e t h e

c o n t e n t a n d c o n c e p t u a l unde rs tand ings t h a t co l l eges a n d un ivers i t ies

typ ica l l y e x p e c t s t u d e n t s to m a s t e r to qua l i f y f o r co l l ege c red i t and /o r

p l acemen t . Th is c o n t e n t is g r o u n d e d in big ideas, w h i c h are c r o s s - c u t t i n g

c o n c e p t s t h a t bui ld c o n c e p t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g and spira l t h r o u g h o u t
the course.



AP U.S. GOVERNMENT
A N D POLITICS

D i s c i p l i n a r y
P r a c t i c e s a n d

R e a s o n i n g
P r o c e s s e s

Th i s s e c t i o n p r e s e n t s t h e d i s c i p l i n a r y p r a c t i c e s a n d r e a s o n i n g p r o c e s s e s t h a t

s t u d e n t s s h o u l d d e v e l o p d u r i n g the AP U.S. G o v e r n m e n t a n d Po l i t i c s a n d t h a t f o r m

t h e bas i s o f t h e t a s k s o n t h e A P Exam.

A P U.S . G o v e r n m e n t a n d P o l i t i c s
I D i s c i p l i n a r y P r a c t i c e s

The AP US. Government and Politics course provides disciplinary practices that

describe what a student should be able to do while exploring course concepts.

The table on the next page presents these disciplinary practices, along with their

associated skills, which students should develop throughout the course.

T h e un i t g u i d e s t h a t f o l l o w e m b e d a n d sp i ra l t h e s e sk i l l s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u r s e ,

p r o v i d i n g t e a c h e r s w i t h o n e w a y t o i n t e g r a t e t h e ski l ls in to t h e c o u r s e c o n t e n t w i t h

s u f f i c i e n t r e p e t i t i o n t o p r e p a r e s t u d e n t s t o t r a n s f e r t h o s e ski l ls w h e n t a k i n g t h e

A P Exam.

More detai led information about teaching the discipl inary pract ices can b e found in

the Instructional Approaches sect ion of this publication.



P r a c t i c e 1

C o n c e p t

A p p l i c a t i o n E E

Apply politicalconcepts
and processes to scenarios
in context.

= S K I L L S

KEY Descr ibe pol i t ical

pr incip les, inst i tut ions,

processes, pol ic ies,
and behaviors.

E I Explain pol i t ical

pr incip les, inst i tu t ions,

processes, pol ic ies,

and behaviors.

E E C o m p a r e poli t ical

pr incip les, inst i tut ions,

processes, pol ic ies,

and behaviors.

E E Descr ibe poli t ical

pr incip les, inst i tut ions,

processes, pol ic ies,
and behav iors

i l lustrated in d i f ferent

scenar ios in con tex t .

E a Explain how

polit ical pr incip les,

inst i tut ions, processes,

pol ic ies, and behav iors

app ly t o d i f ferent

scenar ios in context .

P r a c t i c e 2

SCOTUS

A p p l i c a t i o n Ea
Apply Supreme Court
decisions.

E X Descr ibe the

facts, reasoning,

decis ion, and major i ty

opinion o f required

Supreme Cour t cases.

E J E x p l a i n h o w a

required Supreme
Cour t case relates

t o a foundat ional

documen t or to

o ther p r imary or

s e c o n d a r y sources.

E Q Compare the

reasoning, decis ion,

and major i ty op in ion

o f a r e q u i r e d Supreme

Cour t case t o a non-

required Supreme

Cour t case.

EB Explain how

required Sup reme

Cour t cases app ly t o

scenar ios in context .

P r a c t i c e 3

D a t a

A n a l y s i s E i

Analyze and interpret

quantitative data represented

in tables, charts, graphs, maps,

and infographics.

E X Descr ibe the

data presented.

EH] Descr ibe pat terns

and trends in data.

E fa Explain pat terns

and trends in data to

draw conclusions.

E= ) Explain wha t

the data implies or
i l lustrates a b o u t

poli t ical principles,

inst i tut ions,

processes, policies,

and behaviors.

E G Explain possib le
l imitat ions o f the

data provided.

E a Explain possib le

l imitat ions o f the visual

representa t ion o f the

data provided.

P r a c t i c e 4

Source

A n a l y s i s @
Read, analyze, and interpret

foundational documents

and other text-based and

visual sources.

( A ) Descr ibe the

author 's claim(s),

perspect ive, evidence,

and reasoning.

IRB! Explain how the

author 's argument

o r p e r s p e c t i v e

relates to poli t ical

principles, inst i tut ions,

processes, policies,

and behaviors.

me) Explain how the

impl icat ions o f the

author 's a rgument

or perspect ive

may af fec t poli t ical

principles, inst i tut ions,

processes, policies,
and behaviors.

Explain how t h e

visual e lements o f

a car toon, map, or

in fographic i l lustrate

or relate t o pol i t ical

principles, inst i tut ions,

processes, policies,
and behaviors.

P r a c t i c e 5

A r g u m e n t a t i o n E l
Develop an argument in

essay format.

E X Ar t icu la te

a defens ib le

claim/thesis.

EX] S u p p o r t the

argument using
relevant ev idence.

E X Use reasoning t o

organize and analyze

evidence, explaining its

s igni f icance t o jus t i f y

the claim or thesis.

EE] Use refutat ion,

concess ion , and

rebut ta l in respond ing

t o oppos ing o r

a l ternate perspect ives.



{ E t AP U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

R e a s o n i n g P r o c e s s e s

Reasoning p rocesses desc r i be the cogn i t i ve ope ra t i ons that s t uden t s will be requi red to app ly w h e n engag ing wi th p rac t i ces

on the AP Exam. S t u d e n t s shou ld organize the i r response around a spec i f i c reasoning p rocess tha t al igns to t h e in ten t o f the

quest ion . The reason ing p r o c e s s e s ul t imate ly represen t t h e w a y prac t i t ioners th ink in the discipl ine. Spec i f i c a s p e c t s o f the

cogn i t i ve p r o c e s s are de f i ned under each reason ing process.

R e a s o n i n g R e a s o n i n g R e a s o n i n g R e a s o n i n g

P r o c e s s 1 P r o c e s s 2 P r o c e s s 3 P r o c e s s 4

D e f i n i t i o n / C l a s s i f i c a t i o n P r o c e s s C a u s a t i o n C o m p a r i s o n

When demonstrating their knowledge = When explaining political processes, When explaining causes and effects When explaining similarities and

of course concepts, students should: students should: of political principles, institutions, differences among political principles,
processes, policies, and behaviors, institutions, processes, policies, and
students should: behaviors, students should:

Rey

* Descr ibe character ist ics, = Ident i fy steps and/or « Identify causes « Identify relevant categories

attr ibutes, traits, and s tages in a process and/or ef fects o f comparison

e lements in def in ing = Explain how the steps or « Explain the reasons fo r « Ident i fy similar i t ies and/or
te rms and concep ts . :

stages in a process relate causes and/or ef fects d i f ferences
i ther . .

* Classi fy concep t s to each o " Explain change over t ime » Explain the reasons

j . i l lenges . + egs imilariti
. Peee i p e p r r u c t u r e s o P a i n o e e e s o r = Explain the signif icance o f rm Simiarit ies and/or

and functions . P . causes and/or ef fects ces
interact ions

« Expiain the relevance,

and/or t rends * Explain the relevance or impl icat ions, and/or

signif icance o f processes signi f icance o f similarit ies
and/or interact ions and di f ferences

* Descr ibe pat terns « Explain the implicat ions o f

change over t ime

* Descr ibe the perspect ive
o f a source or author

« Descr ibe assumpt ions

and/or reasoning o f a
source or author



C o u r s e
C o n t e n t

Based on t h e Unders tand ing by Design® (Wiggins and McTighe) model , th is c o u r s e

f ramework provides a descr ip t ion o f t h e course requ i rements n e c e s s a r y fo r

s tuden t success. The f ramework speci f ies wha t s t u d e n t s shou ld k n o w and be ab le

to do, with a focus on big ideas tha t encompass core pr inc ip les and theo r i es o f t h e

discipline. The f ramework also encourages ins t ruc t ion t h a t prepares s t u d e n t s fo r

advanced polit ical sc ience coursework and active, in formed par t i c ipa t ion in o u r

const i tu t ional democracy.

B i g I d e a s
Theb i g i d e a s serve as the foundat ion o f the course and enable s t u d e n t s to c rea te

meaningful connec t ions among concepts . They are themes tha t b e c o m e th reads

tha t run th roughou t the course. Revisit ing the big ideas and app ly ing t h e m ina

var iety o f con tex ts al low students to develop a deeper concep tua l unders tand ing.

Below are the big ideas of the course and a br ie f descr ip t ion o f each.

BIG I D E A 1: C O N S T I T U T I O N A L I S M ( C O N )

The US. Const i tu t ion establ ishes a sys tem of checks and balances a m o n g

branches o f gove rnmen t and al locates power be tween federal and state

governments. This sys tem is based on the rule o f law and t h e balance

between major i ty rule and minor i ty rights.

B I G I D E A 2: L I B E R T Y A N D O R D E R ( L O R )

Governmental laws and pol ic ies balancing order and l iber ty are based on the

U.S. Const i tu t ion and have been interpreted di f ferent ly over t ime.

B I G I D E A 3: C I V I C P A R T I C I P A T I O N I N A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

D E M O C R A C Y ( P R D )

Popular sovereignty, individualism, and republ ican ism are impor tan t

cons iderat ions o f U.S. laws and po l icy making and assume cit izens will

engage and part icipate.

c o n t i n u e d o n n e x t p a g e



B I G I D E A 4 : C O M P E T I N G P O L I C Y - M A K I N G I N T E R E S T S ( P M I )

Multiple actors and institutions interact to produce and implement

possible policies.

B IG I D E A 5: M E T H O D S O F P O L I T I C A L A N A L Y S I S ( M P A )

Using various types of analyses, political scientists measure how US.po l i t i ca l

behavior, attitudes, ideologies, and institutions are shaped by a number o f

f a c t o r s ove r t ime.

U N I T S

T h e c o u r s e c o n t e n t is o rgan i zed in to c o m m o n l y

t a u g h t uni ts. T h e un i t s have b e e n a r r a n g e d ina log ica l

s e q u e n c e f r e q u e n t l y f o u n d in m a n y co l l ege c o u r s e s

a n d t e x t b o o k s .

T h e f ive u n i t s in A P U.S. G o v e r n m e n t and Pol i t ics and

the i r w e i g h t i n g on t h e m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e sec t i on o f t h e

A P E x a m are l is ted be low.

Pac ing r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a t t h e un i t level and on t h e

C o u r s e a t a Glance p rov i de s u g g e s t i o n s for h o w t o

t e a c h t h e requ i red c o u r s e c o n t e n t a n d adm in i s t e r

t h e Persona l P r o g r e s s Checks . T h e s u g g e s t e d c lass

p e r i o d s a r e b a s e d ona s c h e d u l e in w h i c h the c lass

m e e t s f ive d a y s a w e e k f o r 4 5 m i n u t e s e a c h day. W h i l e

these r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s have b e e n m a d e t o a id

p lann ing , t e a c h e r s s h o u l d o f c o u r s e ad jus t t h e p a c i n g

b a s e d on t h e n e e d s o f t he i r s tuden ts , a l t e rna te

schedu les (e.g.. b l o c k schedu l ing) , o r t he i r s c h o o l ' s

a c a d e m i c ca lendar .

T O P I C S

Each un i t is b roken d o w n into t e a c h a b l e s e g m e n t s

ca l led t o p i c s . The t o p i c pages (s tar t ing on p a g e 40)

c o n t a i n the requ i red c o n t e n t f o r e a c h top ic . A l t h o u g h

m o s t t o p i c s c a n be t a u g h t in o n e or t w o c lass pe r i ods ,

t e a c h e r s are aga in e n c o u r a g e d t o p a c e t h e c o u r s e t o

sui t t h e n e e d s o f t he i r s t u d e n t s a n d schoo l .

Ts
Uni ts Exam Weight ing

Un i t 1: Foundations of American Democracy 1 5 - 2 2 %

Uni t 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government 2 5 - 3 6 %

Un i t 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 1 3 - 1 8 %

Uni t 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 1 0 - 1 5 %

U n i t 5: Po l i t i ca l Pa r t i c i pa t i on 2 0 - 2 7 %
r e



C o u r s e a t

a G l a n c e

P l a n

T h e C o u r s e a t a G lance p r o v i d e s

a use fu l v isua l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e

AP U S , G o v e r n m e n t a n d Pol i t ics

c u r r i c u l a r c o m p o n e n t s , inc lud ing :

=» S e q u e n c e o f un i t s , a l o n g

w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e w e i g h t i n g

a n d s u g g e s t e d p a c i n g .

P lease no te , p a c i n g o p t i o n s

a re p r o v i d e d fo r t e a c h i n g t h e

c o u r s e f o r a fu l l y e a r a n d f o r

a s ing le s e m e s t e r .

* P r o g r e s s i o n o f t o p i c s

w i t h i n e a c h uni t , i n c l u d i n g

t h e l o c a t i o n o f r e q u i r e d

f o u n d a t i o n a l d o c u m e n t s o r

S u p r e m e C o u r t cases .

S p i r a l i n g o f t h e b ig i d e a s a n d

pract ices across units.

T e a c h

DISCIPLINARY PRACTICES
Disctplinary practices spiral across units.

EEN concept EERE Data Analysis

Application E E Source Analysis

= p l e a t on EGE argumentation

BIG IDEAS
Big ideas spiral across units.

(CEE Constitutionalism ELF) Competing

Policy-Making
(EEE) Liberty and Order Interests

EEE) Civic Participation APY sethods of

inaRepresentativa political Analysis
Democracy

FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENTS
A N D SUPREME COURT CASES

B Foundat ional Document

s p Supreme Court Case

A s s e s s

unit F o u n d a t i o n s
o f A m e r i c a n

D e m o c r a c y

Co | 6 / 8 Periods 1 5 - 2 2 % Weighting

4.1 I d e a l s of

D e m o c r a c y &

1.2 T y p e s o f
D e m o c r a c y 8

1.3 G o v e r n m e n t P o w e r

a n d I n d i v i d u a l R i g h t s E

1.4 C h a l l e n g e s o f
the A r t i c l e s of
C o n f e d e r a t i o n B

1.5 R a t i f i c a t i o no f

the U n i t e d Sta tes
C o n s t i t u t i o n &

1.6 P r i n c i p l e s o f A m e r i c a n
G o v e r n m e n t 8

1.7 R e l a t i o n s h i p B e t w e e n
Sta tes a n d the Federa l
G o v e r n m e n t

1.8 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of
F e d e r a l i s m B ®

19 F e d e r a l i s m in

A c t i o n

U N I T
In te rac t ions

A m o n g Branches
o f G o v e r n m e n t

2 8 / 0 1 4 Riva | 2 5 - 3 6 % Necnine

2.1

2 . 2

2 . 3

2 4

2.5

2.6

2.

2.9

2.10

2.19

2.12

2.13

2.14

2.15

C o n g r e s s : T h e Sena te
and the H o u s e o f

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s &

S t r u c t u r e s , Powers ,
a n d F u n c t i o n s o f

C o n g r e s s

C o n g r e s s i o n a l
B e h a v i o r ©

Roles a n d P o w e r s
o f t h e P r e s i d e n t &

C h e c k s o n

t h e P r e s i d e n c y

E x p a n s i o n of
P r e s i d e n t i a l P o w e r 3

P r e s i d e n t i a l

C o m m u n i c a t i o n

TheJudicial _
Branch 8&2

L e g i t i m a c y o f t h e
J u d i c i a l B r a n c h

T h e C o u r t i n A c t i o n

C h e c k s o n the

J u d i c i a l B r a n c h
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R e q u i r e d
F o u n d a t i o n a l D o c u m e n t s

Founda t i ona l documents are necessary f o r students to understand the

ph i losoph ica l underp inn ings and pol i t i ca l values o f the U.S. po l i t i ca l system a n d

may serve as the focus o f A P Exam questions. The f o l l o w i n g l is t represents the

required readings f o r the course as they relate to the endur ing understandings.

Teachers are encouraged to also use both classic a n d contemporary scho lar ly

wr i t ings in po l i t i ca l science to promote the compar ison o f po l i t i ca l ideas a n d their

appl icat ion to recent events.

R e q u i r e d

F o u n d a t i o n a l D o c u m e n t s

R e y

A balance between governmental power and individual rights has been a hallmark ofAmerican
political development. R Z ]

* F E D E R A L I S T NO. 1 0

T h e S a m e S u b j e c t C o n t i n u e d : T h e U n i o n a s a S a f e g u a r d A g a i n s t D o m e s t i c F a c t i o n a n d I n s u r r e c t i o n

t e a c h i n g a m e r i c a n h i s t o r y . o r g / l i b r a r y / d o c u m e n t / f e d e r a l i s t - n o - 1 0 /

® B R U T U S NO.1

To t h e C i t i z e n s o f t h e S t a t e o f N e w - Y o r k

t e a c h i n g a m e r i c a n h i s t o r y . o r g / l i b r a r y / d o c u m e n t / b r u t u s - i /

* T H E D E C L A R A T I O N O F I N D E P E N D E N C E

w w w . a r c h i v e s . g o v / e x h i b i t s / c h a r t e r s / d e c i a r a t i o n _ t r a n s c r i p t . h t m l

The Cons t i t u t i on emerged f r o m the debate a b o u t the weaknesses in the A r t i c l e s o f Confederat ion

as a b l u e p r i n t f o r l i m i t e d government . E X T )

* THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

www.ush is to ry .o rg /documen ts /con fede ra t i on .h tm

* THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES (INCLUDING THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND
SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS)

c o n s t i t u t i o n c e n t e r . o r g / i n t e r a c t i v e - c o n s t i t u t i o n



The Const i tu t ion created a competi t ive po l icy -mak ing process to ensure the people?s wi l l is

represented and that freedom is preserved. EXT ]

* THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES (INCLUDING THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND
SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS)

c o n s t i t u t i o n c e n t e r . o r g / i n t e r a c t i v e - c o n s t i t u t i o n

* FEDERALIST NO. 51

The S t r u c t u r e o f the G o v e r n m e n t M u s t Furn ish the P r o p e r C h e c k s a n d Ba lances B e t w e e n the

D i f f e ren t D e p a r t m e n t s

t e a c h i n g a m e r i c a n h i s t o r y . o r g / l i b r a r y / d o c u m e n t / f e d e r a l i s t - n o - 5 1 /

F e d e r a l i s m r e f l e c t s the d y n a m i c d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o w e r be tween n a t i o n a l a n d s t a t e

g o v e r n m e n t s . EXE@]

* THE CONSTITUT ION OF THE UNITED STATES (INCLUDING THE BILL OF RIGHTS A N D

SUBSEQUENT A M E N D M E N T S )

c o n s t i t u t i o n c e n t e r . o r g / i n t e r a c t i v e - c o n s t i t u t i o n

The F o u r t e e n t h A m e n d m e n t ' s e q u a l p r o t e c t i o n c l a u s e as w e l l a s o t h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n s

h a v e o f ten been u s e d to s u p p o r t the a d v a n c e m e n t o f e q u a l i t y . EXCH]

= ?LETTER FROM A BIRMINGHAM JAIL? (BY MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.)

w e b , c n . e d u / k w h e e l e r / d o c u m e n t s / L e t t e r _ B i r m i n g h a m _ J a i l . p d f

The presidency has been enhanced beyond its expressed const i tu t ional powers.

= F E D E R A L I S T N O . 7 0

T h e E x e c u t i v e D e p a r t m e n t F u r t h e r C o n s i d e r e d

t e a c h i n g a m e r i c a n h i s t o r y . o r g / l i b r a r y / d o c u m e n t / f e d e r a l i s t - n o - 7 0 /

The d e s i g n o f the j u d i c i a l b r a n c h p r o t e c t s the S u p r e m e Court?s i n d e p e n d e n c e a s a b r a n c h

o f g o v e r n m e n t , a n d the emergence a n d use o f j u d i c i a l r e v i e w r e m a i n s a p o w e r f u l j u d i c i a l

p rac t i ce . E E G

® FEDERALIST NO. 7 8

The Jud ic ia ry D e p a r t m e n t

t e a c h i n g a m e r i c a n h i s t o r y . o r g / l i b r a r y / d o c u m e n t / f e d e r a l i s t - n o - 7 8 /

I n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t m a n y c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s s u e s c a n b e f o u n d o n t h e N a t i o n a l C o n s t i t u t i o n C e n t e r ' s w e b s i t e :

c o n s t i t u t i o n c e n t e r . o r g / i n t e r a c t i v e - c o n s t i t u t i o n . T h i s s a m e i n f o r m a t i o n is a l s o a v a i l a b l e f o r d o w n l o a d f o r

e - r e a d e r s , t a b l e t s , a n d o t h e r m o b i l e d e v i c e s t h r o u g h t h e N a t i o n a l C o n s t i t u t i o n C e n t e r ' s I n t e r a c t i v e

C o n s t i t u t i o n A p p , a v a i l a b l e a t c o n s t i t u t i o n c e n t e r . o r g / i n t e r a c t i v e - c o n s t i t u t i o n / a b o u t # d o w n l o a d - a p p .



R e q u i r e d
S u p r e m e C o u r t Cases

Supreme Court cases are necessary for students to understand significant
legal precedents may serve as the focus of A P Exam questions. The fol lowing
list represents required Supreme Court cases and their holdings as related to

the enduring understandings in the content outline.

AP U.S. Government and Politics students should The required Supreme Cour t cases are widely

be familiar with the structure and funct ions on the US. considered essential con ten t in col lege courses.

Supreme Court, as well as how the court renders its Some o f the cases may be seen as controversia l and

decisions. This includes knowing how holdings are some were decided by thin major i t ies (5 to 4 decisions).

decided andthat j u s t i c e s who are in the minori ty of ten Students are not expected or required to ei ther

wr i te dissents that express their opinions on the case agree or disagree wi th the Court 's decision. Teachers

and the consti tut ional questions. While students will no t should encourage students t o be familiar w i th the

need t o know any dissenting (or concurring) opinions legal arguments on both sides o f leading const i tut ional

f rom the required cases, it is impor tan t for students t o cases and thought fu l ly analyze the major i ty and

understand the role o f dissenting opinions, especially dissenting opinions.

as they relate to future cases on similar issues.

R e q u i r e d

S u p r e m e C o u r t Cases

Federa l i sm ref lec ts the d y n a m i c d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o w e r between n a t i o n a l and sta te

governments . E X I T

e¢ MCCULLOCH V. MARYLAND (1819)

This case establ ished supremacy o f the US. Const i tut ion and federal laws over state laws.

e UNITED STATES V. LOPEZ (1995)

Congress may not use the commerce clause to make possess ion o f a gun i n a schoolzone a

federal crime.

P rov i s i ons o f the U.S. Cons t i t u t i on ' s B i l l o f R igh ts are con t i nua l l y being in te rp re ted to ba lance

the p o w e r o f gove rnmen t a n d the c i v i l l iber t ies o f ind i v idua ls . ( C T

* ENGEL V. VITALE (1962)

School sponsorship o f rel igious activi t ies violates the estab l ishment clause.

» WISCONSIN V. YODER (1972)

Compel l ing Amish students to a t tend school pas t the eighth grade violates the free exercise clause.

» TINKER V. DES MOINES INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT (1969)

Public school students have the r ight to wear black armbands in school to p ro tes t the Vietnam War.



* N E W YORK T I M E S CO. V. UNITED STATES (1971)

This case b o l s t e r e d the f r e e d o m o f the press, es tab l i sh ing a ?heavy p r e s u m p t i o n a g a i n s t p r i o r

rest ra int? even in cases involv ing nat ional secur i ty.

= SCHENCK V. UNITED STATES (1919)
Speech creating a ?clear and present danger" is not protected by the First Amendment.

P r o t e c t i o n s o f the B i l l o f R i g h t s h a v e been se lec t i ve ly i n c o r p o r a t e d b y w a y o f the F o u r t e e n t h

A m e n d m e n t ? s d u e p r o c e s s c l a u s e to p r e v e n t s t a t e i n f r i n g e m e n t o f b a s i c l i be r t i es . E T E

¢ GIDEON V. WAINWRIGHT (1963)

This case guaranteed the right to an attorney for the poor or i n d i g e n ti na state felony case.

* MCDONALD V. CHICAGO (2010)

The S e c o n d A m e n d m e n t r i gh t t o k e e p a n db e a r arms f o r se l f -de fense is app l i cab le to the

States.

The Fourteenth Amendment?s equal protect ion clause as we l l as other const i tu t ional provis ions

have often been used to suppor t the advancement o f equality. E L H ]

» BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION (1954)

Race-based school segregation violates the equal protection clause.

The impact o f federal pol ic ies on campaigning and electoral rules continues to be contested by

both sides o f the po l i t i ca l spectrum. L I L Z ]

* CITIZENS UNITED V. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION (2010)

Political spending by corporations, associations, and labor unions Is a form o f protected speech
under theF i rs t Amendment

The republ ican ideal in the U.S. is manifested in the structure and operation o f the legislat ive

branch. C O E

* BAKER V. CARR (1962)

This case opened the door to equal protection challenges to redistricting and the development o f
the ?one person, one vote?doctrine by ruling that challenges to redistricting did no t raise ?political

questions? that wauld keep federal courts from reviewings i c h challenges.
= SHAW V. RENO (1993)

Majority-minority districts, created under the Voting Rights Act o f 1965, may be constitutionally
chaflenged by voters if race is the only factor used in creating the district.

The design o f the jud i c ia l branch protects the Supreme Court?s independence as a branch

o f government, a n d the emergence and use o f j ud i c ia l review remains a power fu l j ud i c ia l
practice. K E Y

* MARBURY V. MADISON (1803)

This case estab l i shed the pr inc ip leo f j ud i c i a l review, e m p o w e r i n g the S u p r e m e Cour t to nul l i fy an

a c t o f the legis lat ive o r execut ive b ranch that violates the Const i tu t ion.
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E x a m O v e r v i e w

The A P U.S. Government and Polit ics Exam assesses student understanding

o f the discip l inary practices and learning objectives outl ined in the course

framework. The exam is 3 hours long and includes 55 multiple-choice

questions and 4 free-response questions. The details o f the exam, including

exam weighting and timing, can be found below:

N u m b e r o f E x a m

S e c t i o n Q u e s t i o n T y p e Q u e s t i o n s W e i g h t i n g T i m i n g

I M u l t i p l e - c h o i c e q u e s t i o n s 55 5 0 % 8 0 m i n u t e s

I F r e e - r e s p o n s e q u e s t i o n s 4 1 0 0 m i n u t e s
( r e c o m m e n d e d
t i m i n g b e l o w )

Question i Concept Application (3 points) 12.5% 20 minutes
veeS u e t . uantiatve Analy ( p o n t ) evevesvoneeanasteensetanenenonseconsesn a e an

- Question3:SCOTUSComparison(4points) ? = 1 2 . 5 % 2 0 . m i u t e s ,
eveeeseessee sete C u e s argument Besay(pointy) m m r e e

T h e e x a m a s s e s s e s c o n t e n t f r o m t h e f i ve b i g i d e a s f o r t h e c o u r s e :

B i g I d e a 1: C o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m

B i g I d e a 2 : L i b e r t y a n d Orde r R e ;

B i g I d e a 3 : C i v i c P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a Representa t ive D e m o c r a c y

B i g I d e a 4 : C o m p e t i n g P o l i c y - M a k i n g In teres ts

B i g I d e a 5: M e t h o d s of Po l i t i ca l A n a l y s i s
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